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man, for he held the opinion in the early 'eighties that the
work of the Army would not last, and that William Booth
would outwear the patience of the world. He found Wil-
liam Booth, he says, on the whole, a simple and not very
profound person, who was perfectly honest in his idea of re-
ligion, but not altogether unscrupulous in his methods for
advancing that idea. '' He did not give me the impres-
sion/' he says, " of anything like so original and interesting
a personality as Catherine Booth; and even now I think he
owed something of his popularity, not all of course, to his
wonderful, his almost magnificent appearance. But I felt
very strongly during those months of our negotiations that
Booth was determined to keep control, and an autocratic
control, of the Army. I was opposed to that. I could see
his reasons for desiring this autocratic control, but I could
not possibly bring myself to support so dangerous a policy.
He certainly gave me to understand, and very emphatically,
that he did not seek to establish a new sect, and I felt,
whether he was sincere or not in this particular, that the
tide would be too strong for him. We could not get any-
thing in the nature of control over the organization, and so
we had to let it go."

In an article published in The Contemporary Review for
August, 1882, Dr. Davidson criticised the Army with
singular ability, and not unfairly, but he paid a generous
tribute at the same time to the sincerity and devotion of
its Soldiers:

Whatever be their errors in doctrine or in practice, I can
only say that, after attending a large number of meetings of
different kinds in various parts of London, I thank God from
my heart that He has raised up to proclaim His message of
Salvation the men and the women who are now guiding the
Army's work, and whose power of appealing to the hearts of
their hearers is a gift from the Lord Himself. I am sorry for
the Christian teacher, be he cleric or layman, who has listened
to such addresses as those given by "General" Booth, Mrs.
Booth, and by some.five or six at least of their " staff officers,"
who has not asked for help that he may speak his message
with the like straightforward ability and earnest zeal.

Canon Farrar of Westminster, who was later on to be-
come one of the Army's greatest champions, was at this